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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Bunbury
Harbour Board—Amendment of Regula-
tion 93. 2, North Perth Local Health
Authority—Amendment of By-laws. 3,
Jeities Regulation Act—(a) Suspension
of Regulation 24; (b) Amendment of
Regulation 4. 4, Port Regulations—
Amendments. 5, Police Benefit Kund—
Amendment of Regulation 9. 6, West
Kimberley Local Health Authority—
Amendment of Bylaws, 7, Registration
of Births, Marriages, and Deaths Aect—
Order in Counecil re entry in register of
surname of adopted child. 8, Distriet
Fire Brigades Act—Amendment of Rules
and Regulations. 9, Health Aet, 1912—
{a) Model By-laws; (b) Constituting the
Peak Hill Board of Health; {e¢) Amend-
ment of By-laws of Central Board of
Health, 10, Swan River Regulations—
Amendment. 11, Justices Aet, 1911—
Amended scale of fees. 12, Order of
Supreme Court—Prize Fees Rules, 13,
Foreign Tribunals Evidence Act, 1856—
Rules. 14, Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals Aet, 1912—Vivigsection regulations.
15, Phillips River Road Board—By-laws.
16, Immigration Departmeni — Annual
Rleport for the year ended 30th June,
1914. 17, Harbour and Light Depart-
inent—Annual Report for year ended
30th June, 1914. 18, Government Rail-
ways and Tramways—Report for the year
ended 30th June, 1914, 19, Commissioner
of Taxation—Report for year ended 30th
June, 1914, 20, Trustees of the Public
Library, Muoseum, and Art Gallery—Re-
port for 1913-14 21, Life Assurance
Companies Act, 1889—Statements of
Companies under Section 60.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debaté resumed from the 3rd Decem-
ber.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[4.35]) : It is nol my intention to irespass
on the time of hon. members to any great
extent, and in view of the prevailing at-
mospherte condilions, I regret very much
that I cannot compress my remarks with-
in the very modest limits of time occupied
by Mr. Cornell. Personally, I feel a great
admiration for Mr, Comnell

Hon. 4. F. Cullen: Oh, he might come
again.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I say 1
feel a great admiration for Mr. Cornell
that he shonld have been able so far to
sacrifice himself as to forego the oppor-
tunity of delivering his address before
so large, so representative, and so fair
an audience.

Hon, J. Corneli: It was not my vanity,
but the vanity of others.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I regret
that Mr. Cornell did not speak because
he has placed me in an awkward position,
[ would not for a moment suggest that
he refrained from speaking with that
object in view, but my experience is that
the Governor's Speeech gives the names
of the Bills proposed to be submitted to
the House. Ministers from time to time
give a shadowy idea of what the Bills in-
tend, but it is only when Mr, Cornell
zets on his feet that we have the skelefon
clothed, and are given an idea of the in-
tentions of his party, and theretore I
am speaking under certain disadvantages
to-day because bad Mr. Cornell spoken,
I have no doubt we should have known
a great deal more about the Government
and their intentions, and of the infen-
tions of the people behind the Govern-
ment than we have an opportunity of
knowing at present.

Hon. J. . Allen: The skeleton is still
in the eupboard,

fAon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Yes, but
we shall have to leave it for Mr. Cornell
to clothe if he speaks. In the course of
the Speech, Ministers appeal for a brief
session, and justify it by saying that it
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;= not intended to intreduce any con-
iroversial matter. We all know thai we
have just passed through a general elec-
non at which two definite issues were
placed before the public. One was the
inenme Tax War Emergency Bill, and
the other was the necessity for clipping
the powers of lhe Legislative Couneil. I
am @lad the Premier recognises that al-
though he has heen returned to power, the
people have spoken against him on hoth
ot those issues. Therefore, if they have
not been entirely abandoned by the Gov-
ernment they have been at all events with-
drawn from the political platform for
the time being. In conneetion with the
recent election there is ome matter to
which T feel bound to refer, and that is
the manver in which the rolls were com-
piled. Some crities might say that as the
election was one of members for the
Legislative Assembly, surely this is
4 matter for the Assembly to deal with,
but we, just as much as another place,
are concerned with the proper adminis-
tration of the laws that we join with
another place in passing. We, as much
as another place, are concerned with
iaintaining the purity of the Electoral
Act of this State, and T have no hesitation
in deliberatelv saying that the purity of
our electoral system has been distnrbed
and destroyed by the action taken in con-
nection with the recent election. What
was really the nosition? We have an
Electora] Department which is a perman-
ent institution and by no means an inex-
pensive one. T do not complain that the
cost of the department is too high, but it
is a considerable expense o the people
of this comntry; it costs something like
£8,000 per annum. For the year ended
June, 1914, the vote was very consider-
ably increased, hecause it was recognised
that during that period of lwelve months
ibe duty of compiling rolls for the ordi-
nary triennjal election would fall on the
department. 1t is the chief duty of the
Electoral Department to have the rolls in
order for the general election. Had some
extraordinary general election been
sprung upon the country, so that the
department had no netice and was not in
a position to prepare the rolls, we might

have expected an unsatisfactory position
of affairs, but what we had to face was a
general election actually falling about two
months later than the time of the year at
which the previous general election was
beld, and, as a matter of fact, the financial
vear covering the extra large vote for
the department had expired before there
was any thought of war or any thought
of drought, or any necessity for extreme
economy. The Electoral Department had
in hand the work of making a canvass
when, all of a sudden, the Government
stopped the work, and said some exira-
ordinary method must be adopted for
preparing the rolls, in order that the ex-
pense of the canvass might be obviated.

Hon. J. Cornell: That was done with
the concurrence of the leader of the Op-
position,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The hon.
member is eotirely mistaken. The leader
of the Opposition was misled. He was
misled to this extent that he was told if
the canvass proceeded it would cost
£7,000 or £8,000, whereas the Government
closed the rolls within two or three weeks’
time of the canvass being stopped. Had
the eanvass proceeded uniil the rolls were
closed, the expense would have been very
small, but the leader of the Opposition
did not eoncur in what was done. Two
propositions were submitted to the leader
of the Opposition to avoid the expense
of the canvass. He was asked, “Will yon
agree to the transferring of names from
the Federal rolls, to the State rolls, or
assist the Goveruvment in passing a Bill
providing for compulsory enrolment?”
The leader of the Opposition told the
Premier he would not agree to the trans-
fer of names from the Federal rolls to
the State rolls, beeanse the gualifications
were not quite identical. This is an un-
impertant point, but the important point
was that the boundaries were not co-
terminous, and there was nothing on the
Federal rolls to show for what State elee-
torate any elector would be entitled to be
enroiled. The leader of the Opposi-
tion said he could not agree to this pre-
posal, and the Government, so far as a
compact between the Premier and the
leader of the Opposition was concerned,
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abandoned that idez altogether, and
placed before Parliament a Bill provid-
ing for eompulsory enrolment. That Bill
was passed in another place, It was sub-
mitted to this Chamber, and the clauses
relating {o ecompulsory enrolment were
not altered so far as the Legislative Coun-
¢il was concerned. There was one clause
which was altered, and, in the light of
what has since ocewrred, it is significant
thal the Government dropped the Bill.
There was a clause whieh gave absolute
discretion to ihe elecloral registrars to
enrgl people whether their claims were
ip order or not—absolute discretion. A
claim might have been entirely out of
order, hut the eleetoral registrar, nof the
Chief Electoral Officer, but the electoral
registrar in any disiriet, was to be given
absolute diseretion in the enrolment.
Members of tbis Chamber very properly
said—*“We will not allow anything of
the kind,” but insisted that the claim
should be in accordance with the Aet, and
that enrolment should be in accordance
with the law. This clause was struck out,
and we were told that its exeision rend-
ered the measure useless, and the Govern-
ment dropped the Bill. But for what
other reason did the Government drop
the Bill: because they suddenly deter-
mined to approach the conntry a month
or six weeks earlier than was previously
intended, and people would not have had
lime to comply with the compulsory en-
rolment provision. The Bill was east
aside; the Government determined to ap-
peal to the country straight sway. They
closed the rolls within a few weeks of
stopping the eanvass and instructed the
electoral regisirar to copy the Common-
wealth rolls and to enrol on the State
rolls the names of all persons who ap-
reared on the Commonwealth rolls. I
hope hefore long we shall have placed on
the Table of the Honse the correspond-
ence containing the jnstructions in connec-
tien with this matter, because I want to
know how it came about that name after
name was placed on one, two, three, and
sometimes as many as four different rolls,
hecause of those partienlar insiruetions.
There was nothing to guide the depart-
ment. It was inevitable that a Yot of

names should appear on the wrong rolls,
because there are some subdivisions in the
Federal elcetorates which have no exist-
ence af all in our State electorates,
and there are Siate electorates which
are entirely unrecognised by any roll
compiled by the Federal Electoral De-
partment, Now what actually happened
was that people were enrolled on one,
two, and three and sometimes four rolls,
with the result that there were upwards
of 20,000 pames enrclled over and above
the total adult population of the State.
Of course, the total adult popwlation of
the State is not enfitled to vote, There
are people receiving the whole of their
means of snstenance by aid of the State,
and these people are not allowed to vote.
Then, noiwitbstanding the humanitarian
principles of our Aftorney QGencral,
there are still a few people, I under-
stand, in our gaols, and these people are
not allowed to vote. But even bad every-
body been entitled to vote, still these rolls
contained upwards of 20,000 names in
excess of the teotal adulf population of
the State.

Hon, J. Cornell:
cases of corruption?

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: 1 know
of cases of corruption. Such cases have
been reported to the proper authorities,
with a demand that prosscutions should
be instituted. T say that this system of
enrolling names invited eorruption. An
hon. member has said that even suppos-
ing names were duplicafed, there was no
harm done so long as the people did not
vote (wice. The Labour parly, which
says that it does not matter how wvon
make up your rolls, is the party which
deliberately disfranchised 70,000 of the
worthiest electors of the Commonwealth
for the reason, as the Labour party
stated, that the postal vote was liable fo
abuse, For that reason no person who
bappened to be sick on polling day
should be allowed to vote, in the opinion
of the Labour party. The Labour party
said that the postal vofe was liahle to
abuse, and that therefore the pioneers of
our back eountry must be disfranchised
in hundreds and thousands. And the
same people who did that, who disfran-

Do you know of
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chised 70,000 electors of the Common-
wealth, tarn round now and say to us,
“It does not matter if you put a man on
half a dozen rolls, so long as he does not
vote more than once.” J say that the sys-
tem invited abuse, and absolutely did
vause abuse.

Hon, R. &. Ardagh: Surely we have
sins enough of our own, without earrying
the sins of other people.

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH : The mem-
bers of the Siate Government and the
members of the State Labour party

supported the action of the ¥Federal
Government in abolishing the postal
vote system. Hon. members can-

not mainiain  that what the Labour
party does in one place is right,
but that it is wrong if done in another
place. In any case, this system invited
abuse, and abuse resulied, as it always
will if it is invited. About twelve months
ago, I think, a little time after the extra-
ordivary election was held at Geraldton,
I referred to the condition of the rolls
there. I refer to them again, just as
an instance of what has taken place all
over the State. I give this particular re-
ference largely becanse Geraldton is the
Colonial Secretary’s own town and is the
centre of his electoral distriet, and there-
fore is the place where above all others
he will have the best opportunity for mak-
ing inguiry. On the Geraldton roll in
September, 1913, there were something
like 180 names improperly enrolled—en-
rolled contrary to the letter and the
spirit of the Electoral Aet, becanse nu
residence was given, After a good deal
of debate the admission was mnade that
the names in question were improperly
enrolled and that the Electoral Aet de-
manded that {be address shonld be given.
But what happens? Fresh rolls are is-
sned for Geraldton containing these
names without any address—just “John
Brown, labourer, Geraldton” and “Tom
Jones, Miner," Geraldton’”; nothing else.
Then the canvass was put in foree, and as
a result of the canvass these errors were
largely cleared up; a number of these
names were struck off altogether, while
some were included with their proper
and complete addresses, In the case of

Gleraldton I have been informed on high
authority—and I make the statement
here as an absolute statement of fact—
that the canvass, the compilation of the
roll, for Geraldton was actually eompleted
before the Government instructed the
Electoral officer to transfer the names
from the Federal roll. Isay I am informed
on high authority that the canvass for
the Geraldton roll was absolutely com-
pleted in the manner contemplated by the
Act before the Government instrueted the
Electoral Department to transfer these
names from the Federal roll. The Elec-
toral Department had no option. They
had to do as they were told, and they
transferred those names from the Federal
roll, with the result that again there ap-
peared on the Geraldton roll, as on other
rolls, hundreds of names without any
qualification, Qur State Act has a sched-
ule to it showing the form in which the
enrolment shall take place. That sched-
ule shows that residence, being the one
nualification, shall be set out, and says
how it shall be set out. The Federal rolls
do not contain addresses so far as streets
and nombers of houses, where there are
numbers, are eoncerned. They do not
contain that information in a great many
cases, Under the Federal Electoral Aect
there is no obligation that they should.
Tn this instance, bowever, hundreds of
names were placed back on the Geraldton
roll that had previously been struck off.
and, besides, a number of new names
without the necessary qualification was
added. So far as the Liberal candidate is
concerned, T know that he sent out ciren-
lars to all persons whose names appeared
on the roll, and that no less than 1,000 of
these circulars came back to him from
the dead letter office.  Surely that is
suffictent in itself, Residence is the one
qualification under our Act. The roll
must disclose residence sufficient for the
Electoral Registrar to satisfy himself as
to where the person lives, and yet a thous-
and of these circulars were sent back to
the Geraldton Liberal candidate from the
dead letter office because the addressces
could not be founnd. The hon. member
bas asked whether T can give one instance
of corruption. I will give nne. Now, I
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want to make a clear division between
statements which have been made to me,
-and faets which I know to be facts, I
will give first a statement made to me—
a statement which I confirmed as far as I
could, It is that a prominent official of
the Labour organisation in Geraldton
visited Mullewa and induced the people
there whose mnames appeared on the
Greenough roll and alse on the Geraldton
roll to vote for Geraldton on the ground
that there was no Labur candidate stand-
ing for Greenough. That is a statement
made to me, and which I have confirmed
as far as I am able, Now I will give a
statement of fact which I have absolutely
confirmed.

Hon, J. Cornell: Did they vote?

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH : Yes; they
voted.

Hon, J. Correll : Good luck to them.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Chief
Electoral Officer has the names, and all
the facts connected with the matter, in
his possession. The information has
been supplied to bim to my own know-
ledge. Now what T myself know to have
happened is this. Because of the con-
struetion of the Wongan Hills-Mullewa
railway quite a number of Geraldton
people removed to Mullewa many months
ago. They went out of the Geraldton
distriet into the Greenough district, and
they made application to have their
names transferred from the Geraldton
roll to the Greenough roll, and their
names were so transferred. When this
instruetion was issned by the Govern-
ment to take the names from the Com-
monwealth roll and put them on the State
roll, the names of the people I refer to
were put back on the Geraldton roll be-
cause there was nothing in the Cominon-
wealth roll to show o what part of the
Dampier electorate these people be-
longed, except that they belonged to the
Geraldton division. The Commonwealth
roll does not recognise Greenough as a
division, and, therefore, the names of
these people were banged back on the
Geraldton roll. Now the Chief Electoral
Officer has been supplied with the
pnames of people who, having lived in
Geraldton, had left (ieraldton for Mul-

lewa and were living in Mullewa prior
to the election, and had applied to be
transferred from the Geraldton to the
Greenough roll, and had been so trans-
ferred, and yet voted by post for Ger-
aldton instead of voting for Greenough
——for the reason, it is stated, that there
was no Labour candidate up for Green-
ongh and that there was a Labour can-

didate up for Geraldton. Now, these
faets have been supplied to the
Chief Flectoral Officer, not within

the last few days nor within the last
week or two, but, roughly speaking, so
far as my memory serves me, abount a
month ago, and that is the last that I
have heard of it. I have no doubt that
this is the explanation which will be
offered by the voters in question. From
what I have been told, T think the ex-
planation they will offer will be that Mr.
So-and-so—mentioning the name of =2
prominent Labour official of Geraldton
—told them that they were on the Ger-
aldton roll and that they were entitled
to vote for the Labour candidate there.
If those voters make that explanation
and prove their ease, then I hope the
Electoral Department will prosecute the
man who caused those volers to make
the false declaration to the postal vote
officer. These are the facts, Those
people voted, and the statement is made
to me—I have had no opportunity of ab-
solutely proving it—tbat they were in-
duced by a prominent official of the
Labour organisation at Geraldton to
vote for the Geraldton electorate. The
facts are as I state, and I know the
Electoral Department can find out those
facts. Those interested in the matter
bave supplied the facts to the Electoral
Department, and have also shown me the
facts. I say it is for the department to
take the nmecessary action. In the in-
terests of the community generally, I
think, it is desirable that there should
he some inquiry by way of a Royal Com-
mission into the methods adopted in the
ecompilation of these rolls. If this kind
of thing has been done at the last elec-
tion, how do we know what is going to
be sprung on us next time? Is it a fair
thing that the publie should bhave to pay
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something like £8,000 a year to main-
tain an Electoral Depariment whose chief
duty is to furnish a pure and complete
roll for an election, and that when an
election comes along the people are to
be told that any old thing will serve as
a roll and that it does mot matter how
many rolls one person’s name appears
on so long as we get a roll of some sort?
Is that a fair return to the taxpayver
whose money is spent for the purpose of
obtaining pure and complete rolls?

Hon. R. J. Lynn : Do you favour the
elector’s right?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: T favour
sticking to whatever Act we have, and I
say there iz no great fanlt to find with
onr Act. At the same time, I think the
elector’s right is a good system., My
present point, however, is that we have
upon the statute book an Electoral Act
and that our Electoral Act is a good Act;
and what I object to is the abuse of Min-
isterial autbority by overriding the Aect
and opening the door to corrupt prae-
tices of all kinds. I have no hesitation
in saying the motive was not a good
motive. It was not the desire of the
Government that the rolls should be
pure, but the contrary was the desire.
The very fact that we were asked to
pass an amending Bill whieh destroyed
all safeguards and gave absclute discre-
tion to a distriet electoral registrar to
enrol people whether their claims were
in order or not, and that when this House
struek out that provision the Govern-
ment .abandoned.the idea of compulsory
enrolment, opened my eyes very elearly
to their motive; because this was carry-
ing out the old idea that names should
be enrolled whether there was any evi-
dence of qualification or not.

Hon. W. Patrick; And the card
system was wiped out,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Yes, and
the card system was wiped ont. For {en
years, ai great expense, the Electoral De-
partment had been trying to complete a
perfect card system. What the value of
that work to them is now, I do not know,.
There are names on the rolls in response
to the cards, and there are names on ihe
rolls which appeared there before the card

system came inte vogue, and there are
names on the rolls without any authority
but simply because of the dictum of the
Minister that they should be put on the
State rolls if on the Federal rolls. Great
expense must be ineurred before we can
get & pure and complete roll again, There-
fore I say it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to appoint a Royal Commission to
investigate the matter thoroughly, so that
for the future abuses may be avoided, and
s0 that as far as possible the financial
effect of the destruction of the work of
the last ten years shall be made as light
as possible, I do not intend to refer at
length to the speech delivered by Mr.
Ardagh. I bave consulted Hansard, and
I find that in the Hansard report he is not
so definite as he appears to be in the re-
ports published by the Press, and as I
understood him to Dbe, in his references
to the gold-mining industry. It is far
from my intention to belittle any of our
industries, but we should look faets in
the face, I thought I heard Mr. Ardagh
say that the gold yield was showing a sat-
isfactory inerease,

Hon. R. @. Ardagh: Last month was
higher than the previous month,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I think
last month’s deficiency was a little bit
lower than the previous mmonth’s, In the
month of October the increase in the de-
ficit was £112,000 and in the month of
November the increase was only £83,000.
That, however, does not go to show that
we are making money: it merely shows
that we are not losing money quite so
fast as before. As a matter of fact, the
gold yield for the present year is the
lowest for any yeor since 1598. I say it
is the lowest for any year since 1898, and
that is 15 years ago. We have to go back
in the records 15 years before we can find
a year which shows as low a gold yield
as the present. It is just as well to look
facts squarely in the face. I am at one
with my friend in saying that the Govern-
ment are not doing enough for the gold-
mining industry, and that they are doing
too muech for the gold-mining industry.
We saw a litile while ago the report that
a chairman of directors of one company
had said that his ecompany proposed
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transferring a large proportion of its
capital to one of the other States, because
of its fear of hostile legislation. The
Government can come forward with as-
sistance to prospectors and small com-
panies, and they can also assist by giving
the industry generally some assurance
that no attempt will be made to rob it,
that the eompanies will not be asked to
pay over 15 per cent. of their profits,
some assurance that the mines will not he
laken charge of by representatives of
unions under the name or guise of check
inspectors, some assurance that three
shifts a day may be worked where it is
neegssary. These assurances by the Gov-
ernment are esseotial, in order thal fur-
ther capital may be brought into the
State instead of, as threatened, bhaving
portion of the eapital already here trans-
terred to other States. OQur gold mining
industry is declining, and it requires every
assistance that can be given it by the
Government and Parliament in order to
help it on, Personally I am certainly of
opinion that there is still a magnificent
future before the industry.

Hon. J. Cornell: How is the situation
to he improved?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Simply by
ceasing the effort io do these restrictive
things. If the dominant party in Parlia-
ment recognised the rights of those who
have invested their money in the indus-
try the sitnation would be entirely
changed.

Hon. J. Cornell : What about the bealth
of the miners?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Gov-
ernment are entitled to look to the health
of the miners, They are entitled to look
lo everything having a bearing on the in-
dustry, and to give some consideratlion
also to the interests and rights of investors
as well. Turning to the Speech, we find
therein the promise of a Bill having for
ils object the rendering of assistance to
seltlers suffering from the drought, In
the passage of that Bill the Govern-
ment will bave the assisiance of mem-
bers of all seetions of the House;
but it strikes me as peenliar that,
even before doing this, the Govern-
ment have not taken some steps to remove

the present disabilities which the Govern-
ment have imposed upon those settlers
who are suffering most severely. For in-
stance, there is the increased railway rates
on fertilisers, WWhat is the good of talk-
ing of assistance for those people when
we have imposed heavier burdens on them
than they have carried in the past?
Then there are the erushing water rates
charged to farmers along the pipe line,
fees, taxes, and charges, composing in
the aggregate a burden which it has been
recognised from the first the industry
eould not possibly pay, What is the use
of talking of specia) assistance for those
people when we are grinding them down
with charges which they cannot face,
whic¢h certainly eannot be faced by these
farmers m the drier areas? Then there
is the question of the reclassification of
land. A reclassification board was ap-
pointed, and although that board genexr-
ally endorsed the action of past and pre-
sent Governments in regard to the priees
of land, they also made certain recom-
mendations. Why bave those recommen-
dations been ignored? Surely we ought
to be just before we are generous, even
although our generosityisbut anotherform
of justice, because it is something which
we have 1o manifest in the interests of
the whole community. It is all the more
necessary that these things should be
borne in mind when we rememher the
attitude of the Federal Parliament. Only
the olher day the Federal Parliament im-
posed fresh Customs duties inereasing the
cost of the farmers’ boots, of his glothes,
of his machinery, of his bags, and
of his beer and tobacco—if he has

any money for beer and tobaceo
when his other expenses have been
paid. Whenr we Lknow that these

extra burdens have been imposed vn the
farming community, it should be the part
of our Government to take off those bur-
dens which they themselves have put un
to the farmer. So far as this proposed
legislation for assisting farmers is con-
cerned, I do not think there is any doubt
that provision will have to be made under
which the Government ean protect them.
selves by some security other than thai
of first mortgage. So long as they insist
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on the first mortgage they decline assist-
ance to others than the customers of the
Agrienltural Bank. For instance, tbe
settlers along the Midland Railway can-
nol give first mortgages, nor can tboze
who have secured assistance from private
banks. The Government should frame
some legislation which would enable thein
to advance on the security of the com-
ing crop which the settler has put
in, because it 1s necessary thaf the State
should take some of the risk. Tt is only
by these means that we can hope te win
through, T we take some of the risk
there is every reason to hope that we shall
win through,

Fon, J. Cornell:
have secured the fivst morigages take some
of the risk® ~

Hon. H. P. COULEBATCH: Some of
those people who Lave been carrying the
farmers tor so long huve reached the himit
of their resources, What would be the
use of some pettifugying arrangement by
which they would have to take the risk?
They have done all they can, and as the
assistance is for the State as well as the
farmer the only way now is for the State
to take the risk. Tn the year 1902-3
throughout Eastern Australi they had
an average crop of about two bushels to
the acre—approxmmately what we will get
this year. In the following year the
averages in the three States were 17, 18,
and 19 bushels. They practically got two
vears’ erop in one, and there is no reason
why we should not do the same. If
fortunately, this should happen here next
vear. it will mean an ahundance of em-
ployment on the farms, on the railways,
on the wharves, and in the City, and
will, to a large extent, relieve the
country from the trouble it is in
at the present moment. In this
connection it 1is certainly imperative
that immediate steps should be taken to
put the Agricnltural Bank on a proper
footing. I know Lhat in many eases—I
do not know whether T am quite right in
making the statement general—that up
to the present, 50 per cent, of the ad-
vances from the Agricultural Bank still
remain mnpaid. These are actual obli-
gations entered into by the bank,

Cannot thosy who'

obligations such as, if private banks
refused to meet, they would have
to close their doors. These are cases,
not of the bank saying “We can only lend
you half” but eases in which the bank
has said “We will lend yowu the money
vou require, Go ahead and do the work.”
The work has been done, and then the
bank has repudiated its respeonsibility to
the extent of 50 per cent. It is a shame-
ful thing that that should go on. The
first effort of the Government shounld have
been to put that right. It is also necessary
to sapply finances to the bank so that it
can go on making new advances. We
talk about spending money on reproduc-
tive works. There is no other means of
spending it so well as through the Agri-
cultural Bank, because every pound spent
in this way gives employment immediately
and for ever afterwards. T should like to
touch npon a question of some import-
ance even at the present time, and noi-
withstanding the condition of our publie
finances, namely the question of educa-
tional facilities afforded to farmers, We
have at the University a generously en-
dowed chair of agrieulture, but I do not
know that that depariment is doing quite
the work it ought to do. During last year
we had two farmers’ classes and I have no
doubt they have been very successful. All
those attending the first of those farmers’
classes were allowed, students’ fares on
the railways, Then, for some reason or
other, these students’ fares were suddenly
stopped. Wotwithstanding that the stu-
dents were duly enrolled students of the
elasses thev were fold that they must pay
the full fare. 1 do not think that is a
reasonable way to encourage farmers to
zive up their time and come to Perth for
the purpose of studying, in their cwn
interests, certainly, but in the interests
of the State as weli. There is another
way in which the educational facilities
might be extended. A regulation under
the Works Department reads—

A certain number of cadets will be
received each year into the Publie
Works and Water Supply Depari-
ments, These will he nominated by the
faculty of the University. They will
receive six months’ practical training in
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the department, during which time they
will be paid a salary by the State, the
remaining six months being spent in
attending day lectures at the University.

That is an admirable provision, and T
believe it is largely availed of by students
of engineering to their own and the
State's advantage, Could not something
of the sort be done in regard to the Ag-
rieultural Department? In Sydney they
have 11 cadeis studying scientific agri-
culture. These are employees of the Ag-
ricultural Department. Seven of these
were employed in 1910 at £75 per an-
num, rising by £25 to £150, and then by
£20 up to £200, These are allowed to
attend the University lectures in agrienl-
tural science and the Senate exempts
them from fees. Five of the seven have
now obtained their degrees and will be
appointed to the scientific staff. Four
cadefs were appointed last year. They
‘will be allowed to attend lectures and
examinations, and must proceed to a de-
gree, and after completion of degree,
may be required to serve in any locality
in the State for five years. They receive
an allowanee starting at £60 and in-
creasing by £20 to £200. Yn Victoria the
numbers of students at the University
receiving Grovernment assistance for the
last three years were respectively 15, 11
and 11. Assistance is given through the
Education Departmeéht nander two head-
ings, (a) competitive scholarships en-
titling the student to a free course at the
Tniversity and, where necessary, 10s. per
week for keep, and (b) the department
formerly nominated certain teachers at
half-pay to attend the agriculfural euwr-
rienlum, the students binding themselves
thereafter to serve the depariment for
four years. In future the proposal is
that a proportion of the students in train-
ing at the Teachers' Training College
shall take two years of the agrieultural
cours¢ as a preliminary to completing
the eourse for the diploma of education,
and certain of those who show special
qualification will have their studentship
extended so that they may take the de-
gree in agriculture, The pumber gradu-
ating in agriculiure at the Melbourne
University in the lsst three years,

namely one, fonr and 10 were practie-
ally all Government students. Y think
that possibly by combining those forms
of assistance a great deal might be done.
In many of the wheat-growing States of
Canada, the study of scientific agrieunlture
is made compulsory on the school teachers,
It might not be wise for us to go to that
extent, but I think the faculty of agricul-
ture at the University might be employed
for the dual purpoese of more thoroughly
equipping our sehool teachers for their
work in agrienltural eentres, and also
building up a competent staff of agricul-
tural experts. We are doing exaetly this
work in connection with the Works De-
partment, and surely we can afford to do
it in connection with the industry on
whieh the future of our State depends.
There is one paragraph in the Speech in
regard to which I shall be glad of fur-
ther information. It reads—
The Control of Trade in War Time

Act you will be asked to re-enact for

a further term.
I cannot find any necessity for its re-
enactment.

Hon. J. Cornell: It never would have
been enacted if it had not been that a
general election was eoming on,

Hon. . P. COLEBATCH : I secarcely
understand the hon, memher, Does he
suggest that his Government would not
bave brought it forward but for the elee-
tions? However, my point is that no
period was set to the operation of the
Act, and therefors I can see no reason
for its re-enactment, because without any
re-enactment it will stifl stand, The only
section of the Aet which might be iaken
as limiting its operation is Section 3,
which reads as follows—

This Act shall have operation only
during sueh period as the Governor
may from time to time by proclama-
tion declare, when a state of war ex-
ists between the Ubited Kingdom and
some other power.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: That
should not nullify the Act.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Whether
that is the case I do not know. If it is
merely to ecorreet am error I have no
more to say abont it; but it is ewrious

section
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that we should be asked fo re-enact the
measure when, on the face of it, it does
not require it. If it was no good on the
day on which it was passed it is as well
that we should lmow it, and I tkink in
that case there will be a great many
sorry that they did not know it before.
T wanted to get a copy of this Act, but
I was told that the Acts of Parliament
of last session were not being bound, and
that the only way to get them was to
scratch round for different copies and
have them bound, I do not like to say
anything against any action taken in the
sacred name of economy, but if these Acts
are worth passing they are worth binding.
People of the State have to live under
the Acts of Parliament, and it is a great
pity that any obstacle should he thrown
in the way of their geiting hold of them,
particularly when some of these ‘Aects
contain extraordinary provisions—I am
not saying that there is anything wrong
about this one, because the circumstances
are exiraordinary—but when they touch
the people in their daily lives it is
surely rather a cheese-paring business
not to make these Acts available, It is
said that there weres not many Acts
passed, but fhere were 24 passed last
session of last Parliament, which would
make a fairly decent book; but it seems
that they are going to wait until the end
of the session. They might possibly save
a few shillings, but 1 doubt very much
whether the saving of that amount would
be commensurate with the inconvenience
caused to the public. Referring again to
the matter of the control of trade in war
time I have no hesitation in saying that
this Act has been grossly abused. When
the Bill was before Parliament the Mini-
sters—both in another place and in this
House—told us that the intention was
that the Bill should prevent the corner-
ing of foodstuffs. In faet both by the
Premier and the Colonial Secretary
assurances were given that it should have
no other application than that of prevent-
ing the cornering of food supplies during
war time and that its operations should
cease as soon as the British fleet had
rendered the seas free for eommerce, but

the Act has been used for an entirely

different purpose. In the Legislative
Assembly the question of the possibility
of the Aet being used for the detriment of
the farming community in connection with
the holding of seed wheat was raised, and
the Premier was quite specific and clear
when he stated that it would not be used
ih that connection. The assurance of the
Premier has, however, been ignored. This
has actnaliy happened in connection with
farmers who have been holding wheat for
seed puorposes only. I do not intend to
refer to the Marwick case; that has been
fully reporied: and I do not intend to
refer to the Whitfield case which has also
been fully reported. Both of these were
very harsh cases. In Mr, Marwick’s case
ihe Commission apparently made the mis-
take of taking aection against a strong
man; Mr. Marwick defied them and pro-
ceedings were taken in Perth on the ad-
vice of the Aftorney General, and later
on—again on the advice of the Attorney
General—the case was withdrawn. That
proceeding was curious to say the least
of it, and I will leave the Minister to ex-
plain if he wishes to do so. In Mr. Whit-
field’s instance the case was 2 still harder
one, because 1t was an attempt o frighten
a sick man into parting with his righis.
There is another case which bas not, to
my knowledge, vet been made publie, I
am 1n a position to give the particulars
of this case to-day. I do not wish teo
mentlon any names, as it is possible that
the party would not wish his name to
be mentioned. The whole facts of the
case, however, can readily be corrobor-
ated. This gentleman sent in a return as
demanded by the Commission, which re-
quested that all farmers should send in
a return of the wheat and stocks held
by them of more than a given quanfity,
and this return showed that he had 1,100
bags of wheat, This was in exeess of
what he actually wanted for his own seed
requirements, so that 1,100 bags was the
amount in dispute. A little while after
he sent in the return a certain miller
eame to him and demanded that he skould
sell him his 1,100 bags at the price of
4s, 6d. The miller had apparently been
advised by the Commission that this man

held wheat, and had apparently been told
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that he econld get it from this quarter,
The man in question thought that 4s. 6d.
was an altogether unfair price for his
wheat, and so he said he would not let
him have it. He therefore refused to
hand over the wheat and subsequently
came to Perth where he saw a member
of the Farmers’ Distress Board, which is
a Board established for the purpose of
giving relief to the farmers—the member
of the Board in gquestion being also a
member of the parfienlar Commission
which is administering the control of the
“Trade in War Time Act.” The farmer
went to that gentleman and sold
him the 1,100 bags of wheat for 5s,
or 6d. a bag more than the wmiller
altempted to get his wheat at, and
6d. more than the price fixed by the
Commission. The Commission had fixed
a price of 4s, Gd,, and the miller had
demanded the man’s wheat at that price,
but the farmer came down here and sold
it to the man who is at once a member of
the Royal Commission and a member of
the Board which administers relief to the
farmers, for a sum of 5s.

Hon, W, Patrick: That would he for
the Government.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Yes, T
suppose so. That is not the end of it.
When he got back home he found waiting
for him a threatening letter from the
Commission saying that he would be pro-
secuted for refusing to sell his wheat to
the miller in question. He was also visited
by another gentleman—I do not know
whether he was a member of the Com-
mission or whether be was a member of
the police force. He was, at all events,
visited by somebody—and he had sick-
ness in the honse at the time, and was
very upset in consequence, and did not
know what to do. As a result of the
visit from this person, however, he begged
for = liltle time to farther consider the
matter. He came to Perlh and saw the
gentleman to whom he had sold the wheat
at 5s. and asked him if he would agree
to let him off his bargain. The gentleman
agreed to let him off, and he then went
back and handed the wheat over to the
miller at the original price. The man
therefore lost between £80 and £100 on

the bargain. The State was in danper of
being the loser of a quantity of admirable
seed wheat which the miller got at ds. 64d.,
and which he would have been glad enough
to have paid 5s. for, and which he wonld
bave paid that for had it not been for
the blundering interference of the Koyal
Commission. But again, that is not the
whole story. When the gentleman who
had bought the wheat at 55, found out
what bad happened he said that he
wanted this wheat for seed, and that he
could not afford in the interests of the
State to let it go to the miller. He
approached the farmer whose wheat it
had been, and the farmer said that the
miller had taken it. 'The gentleman then
said “Will you allow me to get the miller
to take a similar quantity of other wheat
in place of this particular seed wheat,”
and the farmer said that he could do what
he liked in the matter so far as he was
concerned. An exchange was then made
of the wheat which had been bought from
the farmer at 5s., rebought from him at
4s, 6d., and sold by the miller for 5s., the
miller getting the profit instead of the
grower. This is the sort of thing which
happens when a Commission appointed
for specific purposes blunders into things
which they do not understand. There is
no justification whatever for fixing the
price of wheat at 4s. 6d.; in fact the value
of wheat—on the parity of London value
—was 5s. 4d. in Perth, or 10d. per bushel
more than the price fixed by the Com-
mission, and it has been wavering about
that price ever since. The mere fact
that the Commission had power to fix
ihe price entirely excluded the pos-
sibility of anybody making a corner in
wheat; nobody would have heen fool-
ish enough to have attempted to do se
when he knew that the Commision might
at any time fix the price over his head,
nor has any attempt been made to cor-
ner wheat, Several protests have been
made against the Commission—or I might
say the Government, because the Gov-
ernment would be responsible for what-
ever was done on the advice of the
Commission, and the Government is just
as culpablé as the Commission—I say
that several protests bave been made
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against the action of the Commission
which should have known better than it
did.

Hon. W. Patrick: The farmer the hon.
member has been speaking about should
get hizs 6d. a bushel back.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: There is
not much chance of his getting it back
from the miller. Some little time ago
there was a very representative meeting
of farmers held at Northam in which
they protested against the action of the
Commission, and gave what appeared to
be unanswerable reasons why this fixed
pricc of 4s. 6d. should be removed.
As a malter of fact there was no
immediate need for the millers to
get wheat at present, there being a
large quantity of flour in the State at
the present time, though I do not know
how mueh? There is, at all events, a sup-
ply for several months, and the milling
capacily of our mills is more than double
the requirements of Western Anustralia,
Furthermore the export of flonr is now
prohibited. There was no need whatever
to drive wheat into the mills, whereas
there was every need to leave wheat in
the bands of the farmers so that there
shounld he no shortage so far as their seed
requirements were concerned, I under-
stand that the protests of the meeting,
and the reasons advanced, were for-
warded to the Minister in control of this
particular department, and they were
then sent on fo the Premier. That is,
I believe, the last that anyone has heard
of them. Since then, however, a fur-
ther threat has been made against
those farmers who bhapened to hold
wheat, The threat was in these terms,
the letler being sent by the Com-
mission te farmers holding old season’s
wheal on their farms—

With reference to the stock of wheat
held by you I shall be glad if you will
il in the attached form, and Teturn it
to me immediately, so that the Commis-
sion may know what you propose to do
with this wheat,

I have carefully examined the “Control of
Trade in War Time Aet” and I fail to
find any clause which anthorises the Com-

mission to demand to know what anybody
intends to do with his wheat, The Com-
nussion has certainly power to fix the
price, and if there is any demand for the
article at the price fixed it is competent
for the individual who makes the offer to
apply 1o the Attorney General to be
allowed to prosecute the man who re-
tuses to make the sale.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: That was
only intended to counteract any corner-
mg.,

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: I believe
20. The letter goes on to say —

If it is suitable for seed wheat, and
vou can satisfy the Commission that
vou will reguire some or all of it for
your own use, the Commission will
make no objection to your retaining it,
nor will they object to your selling any
surplus to your neighbours requiring
sarne. ‘The surplus over your personal
requirernents must, however, be made
available for sale, either as seed wur
willing wheat. [ am aunthorised to ad-
nse you that the Farmers’ Assistance
Board are prepared to puorchase your
surplus, either us seed wheat if snit-
able, or as milling wheat if not snitable
tor seed, the laiter ai the price pro-
claimed by the Commission.

This is an extraordinary feature of the
letter. One would have thought that
when the Commission had fixed the priece
the farmers might then expect to get
seed at a reasonable figure, but nothing
of the kind. Those who are holding wheat
are anthorised by the Commission to sell
wheat to the farmers for seed or to the
miller. If thev sell it to the farmer they
are authorised by the Commission to
charge whatever they like. As a matter
of fact seed wheat is selling in the eoun-
try districts to-day for anything between
Gs. and 7s. per bushel, according to the
variety. i

Hon. W. Patrick: Any of the milla
will give a man 5s. a bushel.

Hon, H, P, COLEBATCH: But any
man who wants to sell to the mills must
seil at 4s. 6d.—the price fixed by the
Commission. The Board which had been
appointed in Victoria to fix the price
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found that the price fixed was below the
parity of London values, and after a little
time they wiped ount the price altogether.
If the same thing bad been done here
there wounld not have been anything hap-
Ppen here. The leiter contimues—

Unless the surplus over your personal
requirements for seed and food is made
available for sale, the Commission will
enforee the penalties under the Con-
trol of Trade in War Time Aect.

This is a most impertinent letter and
altogether exceeds the authority given to
the Commission. The Commission had
no power under the Coatrol of Trade in
War Time Act to enforce a word of the
contents of this letter. The only thinyg
they could do was to fix the price. If
anybody demands wheat at the price fixed
and a sale is refused then it is that the
question should be referred to the At-
torney General, and it is for the Attorney
General to exercise his discretion befure
any proceedings are taken. Yet we have
this extraordinary aetion on the part of
the Commission. Tt means that the Com-
mission can force wheat to be sold
at muoch less than its real value. The
position is indeed a most unsatisfactory
one. It is to be regretted that the Aets
are not more generally known. If the
Act in question had been Imown fewer
people would have been vietimised thun
have been vietimised. A mnumber of
weaker  persons—weaker financially
or becanse of sickness as in  the
case I have mentioned—which was not
& case of finaneial weakness—would not
have been thrust into the posifion of
saerificing their small earnings for the
present season in this way. In this con-
peetion there is one other matter that
I will refer to very briefly, and that is in
regard o the coniracts made for the sale
of seed wheat during the months of
July, August, and Seplember, It is cus-
tomary to make these contracts for the
sale of wheat in advanece for two reasons,
namely, from the buyer’s point of
view in order that he may arrange the
necessary freights, and from the seller’s
point of view in order that he may avoid
the double handling, and also the difficul-

ties of finance, What bhas happened in
the present instance? Wheat has been
sold at anything from 3s. 3d. to 3s.
7d., the buyer, no doubt, expecting to
make a profit on it of 1d. or 2d. per
bushel, Becanse of the war wheat has
in London gone up to 6s. 6d. or 5s, 6d.
here, or roughly some 2s. more than it
was sold at loeally. As a result of the
drought many of the farmers had not
the wheat to supply, and if compelled
to pay the 2s, per bushel difference it
would involve them in rujn, and inei-
dentally prevent them from carrying
out this year’s operations. Some of the
sales have heen made to merchants with-
in the State who in turn had resold, and
their interests would of course have to
be protected. The Commission should
use the power of inquiry which Parlia-
ment intended they should exereise.
They should make diligent inguiry into
all these contracts so that if possible
something should be done to relieve
the gituation, always bearing in mind
that the whole of the commerce of our
Empire ard country is carried on on the
basis of good faith and that nothing
must be allowed to disturb that good
faith. I would point ount that in some
cases wheat has been sold to London. It
has been urged in some quarters that all
these contracts should be cancelled.
These contracts in London could not he
affected by local legislation, and the
mere prohibition of export from the
Commonwealth did not have the effect
of eancelling these contraets. Contraects
had also been made for sale locally, the
first local buyer had in turn sold te
Adelaide and Melbourne, and subse-
quently on its becoming apparent that
the Western Ausiralian bharvest would
be insufficient for requirements Western
Australian millers had repurehased this
wheat from the Adelaide and Melbourne
bayers. So that the ecancellation of the
contracts would mean that certain deals
would be cancelled, while certain other
persons would be compelled to stick to
their bargains. In another instance a
good deal of wheat was bought to fill a
contract for the sale of flour to Egypt
and the latter contract contained a
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clause which resulted in the prohibition
of export cancelling the contract. In
that case the man who made the pur-
chase has his good contract standing
and a bad contract cancelled. T believe
that the Commonwealth, by diligent
inguiry, might do something on the
lines of Sydney, that is, bring the
parties together with a view to breaking
down the loss that otherwise must erush
a good many of our farming commun-
ity if contracts are insisted on in their
entirety. They should find ont exactly
what has happened and see what they
can do to relieve the unfortunate with-
out doing an injustice to anyoune. The
first thing to keep in mind must be that
the whole of the commercial system is
founded on good faith, and it is
better that all farmers should suf-

fer than that pgood faith should
be destroyed. The Speech suggests
that the session is to be devoted

chiefly to finance, and it also says
something about econtroversial matters
not being introduced.. This seems to be
a contradiction in terms. There is noth-
ing so highly controversial as Tabour
finance, and although I realise that we
should not do anything which might em-
barass the Government, I do not intend
to forego my right to criticise the Gov-
ernment’s financial administration. In
the opening Speech we have a timely and
well-constructed reference to the war and
the neeessity for public and private sac-
rifice. We have to translate that into
acts. All the anthorities at Home, par-
ticularly the Chaneellor of the Exchequer
(Mr. Lloyd-GGeorge) have emphasised the
importance of the money power at the
present time. He stated thet our ene-
mies, as easily as ourselves, could find
the first few hundred millions for the
war, but he relied on vietory by the faet
that the enemy would not be gble to find
the last few hundred millions. In these
circumstanees does it not behove us to
see that these millions which we
have to spend are well spent. It
would be an act of folly, if mnot
- of disloyalty, to waste a penny of
that money at a time like the present,
and I am going to indicate the way in

which the money is apparently going
to be wasted. Enbpgland is finane-
ing other countries in addition to
her dominions. We were told that
the Imperial Government were lend-
ing 18 millions to finance the affairs
of the States. Mr. Fisher said that
the Imperial Government were going
to finance the affairs of the States and
he was splitting up the advance so that
Western Australia would be fortunate,
or unfertunate, enough in many ways to
get a great deal more than her share,
namely, £3,100,000. There was also an
announcement by the Premier that thig
money was to be spent in cer-
tain directions, ineluding the doubl-
ing of the expenditure on workers’
homes. ‘The next development ap-
pears to be a protest from the author-
ities at Home. When the War Loan was
floated in London it was over-subsecribed.
People were ready to find money and
they did not care if it came to Austra-
lia, so long as it was spent for war pur-
poses. Mr. Lloyd-George told them that
the issue of the war would depend on
whick side c¢ould find the last few -
hundred millions, and, therefore,
subseribers to that loan did not
propose that this money should be
spent on  workers’ homes. The
Prime Minister had to give an assurance
that this 18 millions would be spent for
war purposes. Mr. Fisher had to go
back on his ideal of financing the war
out of revenue, and be declared that it
would have to find other means of finane-
ing the States. 'What will the loan from
the Federal Government to Western Aus-
tralia yield us, If we turn to the Siat-
istical Abstract, we find that for the
past three years we have been borrow-
ing at the rate of three millions per an-
nom—a little more, as a matter of faet,
over 10 millions in the three years. This
three million loan to the State is paid in
mouthly iostalments over a period of 12
months, commencing in December, so
that we shall have a quarter of a million
a month for seven months which will
mean that instead of a normal loan ex-
penditure of three millions we shall
have to come down to 134 millions plus,
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perbaps, a quarter of a million which we
may be able to borrow locally by means
of Treasury Bills. We shall thus have
two-thirds of the amount which the pre-
sent Admibistration has found to he the
minimum of its requirements during the
past three years. Is it not folly, there-
fore, to double the expenditure on work-
ers’ homes?

Hen, J. Cornell: No one said that,

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: The Pre-
mier told a deputation that it was the
intention of the Govenment to double
the expenditure on workers’ homes.

Hon. J. Cornell : You left out the little
word ‘‘present.’’

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Yes, he
said double the present expenditure on
workers’ homes, We all know that there
are hundreds of vaeant houses in the
metropolitan area, and in fast in most
other parts of the State at the present
time. We all know that the population
has shown a tendency to deeline. I have
no hesitation in saying that if all the
workers’ homes were put up to auction
at the present time they would not bring
75 per cent. of the cost of construetion.
This is a statement that one eannot
prove, but it is a statement that the ma-
jority of the people of Western Ans-
tralia will heartily endorse. At any rate
T eould invite the hon. Mr. Cornell, whe
is one of the Labour parly who has a
worker’s home on the leaschold prin-
ciple, to try and sell it and see whether
he could get at the present time more
than 75 per eent. of the cost of its con-
struction.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
Try and sell any property.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: That is
the position. Property is a depreciated
assel. Then why go on spending money
on it; why spend £100 for something
which will not be worth more than £75
when the work is done. There are vacant
houses all around Perth. House property
generally has depreciated.

Hon. T. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister):
You said workers’ homes had depreciated
75 per eent.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Tbat is
so, but I say also that the whole of house

property in the melropolitan area has
similarly depreciated. That confirms my
point, At a time when it is incumbent on
us 1o get every farthing of value, why
spend money on something that will not
be worth more than 73 per cent. when it
is finished? If the money spent in the
agricultural areas fails to bring us a re-
torn, we, as a State, might as well close
up altogether, and there will be no justifi-
cation for us to draw Parliamentary sal-
aries if the chief industry of the country
is going to fail.

Hon, J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
If it were not for the mining industry we
wounld be bankrapt altogether,

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: We can-
not take away any industry without ren-
dering the country liable to become bank-

rupt. Under the present Administration
my fear is that all our industries
will not save us from bankruptey.

During the past three years that I
have referred to, the Governmeni
have borrowed on an average of over
three millions a year, and with what re-
sult? Up to the end of June before there
was a war or a drought what happened?
Let us take two cases that ought to tell
the tale. If the money has been well spent
the revenue ought to be good and the
people onght to be prosperous. The Sav-
ings” Bank figures for the last five years
of Liberal administration show that the
average excess of deposits over withdraw-
als was £2658532. For the three years of
Lahour rule the excess of deposits over
withdrawals in the State and Federal Sav-
ings Banks combined averaged only
£156,265, and the grand total for the
whele three vears was less by £100,000
than the total for the lasi year alone of
Liberal administration. Does {hat look
as if Labour administralion were tending
to make the people prosperous? It sug-
gests thal the money has not been well
spent. Then we have the contradielory
statements of the Prime Minister and the
Premier rezarding the Savings Bank, and
T would like to know what has become of
the Savings Bank, whether he has given it
away as one of the conditions of the loan
of that three millions.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: He cannot give it
away.
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Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : If the
Government intend to give it away 1
would like to know why they are opening
new branches in many places. In Nor-
tham, for instance, they took the Savings
Bank away from the bank which was act-
ing as agent, and opened a new branch
and equipped it in accordanee with its re-
quirements, a proper thing to do if they
mtend that the State shall continue to
run the institution but a foolish course
if the Savings Bank is to be handed over
to the Commonwealth. Let those with
sufficient courage now turn to the defieit,
For months past the Government have
been economising at other people’s ex-
pense.  Sinee the end of June not one
penny of roads board or municipal sub-
sidies has been paid. There is not one
local body that is not up to its neck in
embarrassment, and the withholding of
the subsidies has meant that the employees
of these bodies have heen turned on to
the unemployed market in Perth, Yet the
deficit now stands at something over
£830,000. These subsidies and other out-
slandings should be paid. The Govern-
meni are enjoying a more generous re-
venue {than was ever enjoyed by their pre-
decessors, but the position in which they
find themselves is dne to a general laxity
of administration, and unprofitable trad-
ing concerns. On the hustings during the
lagl elections we were told that, exeept
the Siate steamers, all the irading con-
cerns were paying well, Before Parlis-
ment dissolved an attempt was made to
et at the balance sheets of those {rading
eoncerns. We were told that they werg
not ready, and when they were audited
they would be placed hefore the public.
After the dissolution of Parliament the
Press made efforts to get them, and the
Premier said, “I do not know whether or
not they will he available before the gen-
eral eleetions, and I cannot place thewn
before the public until they are audited,”
but a litile while before the general elee-
tions took place a pamphlel was issued
entitled, “Three vears of Labour Govern-
ment.” or something of the kind, and it
hore these words, “Authorised by J. Scad-
- dan.” This pamphlet gave what pur-
ported 1o be a statement of the acconnis
of each of those tvading concerns. The

Premier was not able io give the infor-
malion to Parliament or to the Press he-
cause it had not been aundited, but he was
able to pablish the information in a
pamphlet authorised by himself, [ 2ot
a copy of this pamphlet and it was the
most misleading document T ever caroe
across, 1 do not wonder after rezding
it that it was not supplied for publication
in the Press. What do we find when we
get the Auditor General’s report. We have
here a list of them. Of the sixteen trading
concerns that have been brought under
the Government Trading Concerns Act,
the Auditor General pointed out that nine
failed to send in any return at all, and
of the whole 16 there is not one that has
got its Teturn throvgh.. Here is a char-
acteristic instance—Boya quarries, I do
not know where they are, but I do not
suppose they are a giganlie enterprise.
There is no doubt that two or three clerks
could have made out the accounts easily.
This is what the Anditor General states.
He is not referring to the aceounts of
191314, but to the accounts of 1912-13,
and he says—

A statement was reeeived on the 21st
November, 1913, and returned on the
following day, as it was nmot drawn up
in what was considered to be an intel-
ligible manner,

So that these clerks did make up a bal-
ance sheet of the Boya quarries, and al-
though it has taken flve months to pre-
pare, it was not drawn up in an infel-
ligible manner; but these officers did not
despair. An amended statement was pre-
pared, and they took another four months
before they handed it in, which was on the
3rd March, 1914, The report says—

An amended statement was received
on the 3rd March, 1914, but when an
attempt to check was made it was found
that the books of the department did
not support the statement. Therefore
it was returned with a report setting
out what was required.

After the two rebuffs the department still
persisted in a further endeavour and
another return was made out, but they
took their time, and on the 23rd Oectober,
1914, seven months later, a statement still
further amended was received, and this
was sent back for some small amendments



34 (COUNCIL.]

an the 12th November, 1914, and it has
not come back yet, apparently. Judg-
ing by the time taken in this return, it
will be March or April 1915 before the
Aunditor General will get a statement of
the accounts of the Boya quarries for
1912-13, which even ther may or may not
be correct. Is not the whole position a
farce? It is the same with everyone of
these concerns. For 1913 there are two or
three eompleted. The Government meat
stall accounts have been laid on the
Table of the House, and we find that in
connection with- one or two other ae-
counts the Auditor General abandoned the
disagreement and let the report go out
for what it was worth, but not one of
these accounts has passed the Audilor
General for 1913-14, I wonder how long
the public are to be bumbugged by this
state of affairs? The publie are the share-
holders of these undertakings, and the
Government are the directors of these
undertakings, and it is obligatery not
dnly in consequence of their position,
but it is obligatory on'them by Act of
Parliament, passed at their .own instance,
that these acecounts shall he furnished
within a reasonable time. There is just
one -other matter to which I wish to re-
fer. The Speech says—

- It is gratifying that at such a time
the Commonwealth Government has
come to the aid of the individual

" States and granted financial assistance

" and security through its Treasury.

What have the Commonwealth done
They have borrowed 10 millions of money
from the Associated Banks free of in-
terest and lent it at 4 per cent. to the
States, That is the beneficent act that
the Federal Government have done, and
the directors’ of the Associated Banks will
no doubt in the future be held up te us
as the buccaneers of finance with Mr.
Fisher as the Fairy Qod Motker or Santa
Claus, but if you take the beard off
you will find the same old Shylock. Mr.
Fisher in his previous loans to the States
has been a veritable Shylock. He has in-
vaded the State saviigs banks. He las
made an assaul on the State by the
impaosition of a land tax, and he has now
¢ome on to the State’s preserves with

probate and succession duties, which have
always been regarded as a matter for
the States and not the Commonwealth,
and now Mr. Fisher is praised to the
skies Dbecause he has horrowed 10 mil-
lion pounds from the Associated Banks,
which otberwise would have been avail-
able for private cirenlation. He has hor-
rowed this money without interest, and
is lending it to the States at 4 per cent.
interest. There was one Government in the
(‘ommonwealth that would not have any-
thing to do with Mr, Fisher's money. The
Premier of Queensland said, “I do not
want your money. I am not going to
make sacrifices and promises before I am
allowed to take it.” It was the two States
of New South Wales and Western Aus-
tralia, where there are labour Govern-
ments in power, that swamped up the
money, each taking more than their pro-
per share.

Hon. J. Cornelt: Foresight,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: It is not
a pgood thing to have to admit that we
are so hard up that we must take what-
ever conditions the lender imposes. The
idea is held up that this money will help
us to grapple with the unemployed diffi-
culty. T hope the time will come when
the unemployed diffienity will be ap-
proached from a different point of view
than it is at the present time. Eighteen
months ago the (tovernment were doing
some regrading work at East Perth and
paying the men 9s, a day when there was
a strike for 10s. a day. The Government
said they would not give that amount,
that the work was not urgent and that
it eould rest. Then when the present un-
employed difficulty came along people
losked about for work to be done. There
is always plenty of work, but people
went looking about for work and this
East Perth railway grading was pro-
posed. The Premier was approached,
and he said, “Yon ¢an have the job at s,
a day.” The unemployed then eonsidered
whether they would take the work at 9s.a
day or demand 10s. They went to the Pre-
mier again, and extracted from him the
statement that the work would not be
overpaid for at 10s, a day, and then un-
der a sort of promise from the Premier
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that he would@ reconsider the matter they
aceepted -the work at 9s. a day, If this
work was worth 9s, a day eighteen months

ago, it is mnot worth 9s. a day
to-day. Mr, Underwood has said that the
Government would not reduce wages.
The Government say that 9s. is the ab-
solute minimum, because that is the least
amount a man can live npon. I notice
in the same paper in which this an-
nouncement is made that application has
been made by the wnemployed that they
should be allowed 7d. a meal by the Gov-
ernment. At present the Government are
paying 6d. a meal. If 6d. is enough for
a meal and 9s. a day is the minimnm
wage on which a man can live, how are
we to reconcile the two things? If Os. a
day is the minimum, then Gd. a mea] is
an unfair price to pay, The sooner we
face the Ffacts the better. The trouble
is not that fthere is not sufficient
work to go round, but our trouble is
that there is not sufficient money to pay
on the scale that has been paid in
the past. We have received a loan on
pretty easy terms because throughout the
British Empire all forces are being aceu-
mulated and used for the purposes of
the war., But after the war much
capital will have been destroyed, and
what is left will have to go to the coun-
tries that have been pillaged for build-
ing up their industries, Before the dis-
solution of Parliament ecertain members
said unfairly that T bad advocated a re-
duction of wages. I never did. What I
said was that work must be done, and
that if there is a reduection of wages
let the blame be placed on the right
shoulders—those who have dissapated the
wealth of the State. The workers may
not recognise it, but every pound spent
unwisely, whether on works unprofitable
in themselves or in the way of paying
too much, is a direet attack npon the
workers’ wages, It means the destruction
of that capital which in public or pri-
vate hands is the condition precedent fo
wages. Every unwarranted interference
with private enterprise has the same ef-
feet. I do not think it is neeessary for
me to add anything further, and T must
apologise perhaps for having taken

up so much time on a hot afternocon, but
it appeared to me that:there were mat-
ters of importance on which we must
have some debate. All I have to say in
conelusion is that none of us ean speak
in the strain in which I have époken now
without gaining some unpopularity, but
I repeat T do not advocate a reduction of
wages, but we should insist on getting out
of our present trouble ecreditably by
looking the matter fully in the face. There
is plenty of work to be done, but there
is not enough money with which to do
it on the old seale, We shall not emerge
with credit from this crisis unless we look:
facts in the face, translate info actions
our protested readiness for self-sacrifice
and work as we never worked before to
give a greater production from all our
industcies than ever before in the history
of our State.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[56.58]: I shall not detain the House with
general critieism, partly because it has
been so admirably done by Mr. Colebatch
and partly becanse as I read the Gover-
nor’s Speech Ministers intend to limit the
sesgion ‘as far as possible to finance, Any-
thing else bréught in, T understand, will
only be in so far as Ministers hope to
carry some urgent small matter without
serions debate. The session is to be de-
voted mainly to finance. There is one
aspect of the Government’s finan-
cial administration that Mr, Cole-
bateh has not referred to and that
I want to deal with. Ministers, above
all individuals, are expected to keep
their heads cool in times of exeitement;
they are expected to take a statesmanlike
view of all circumstances that arise, and
especially at times of excitement fo steer
a normal and level-headed course. My
main complaint against the present Gov-
ernment is that when dislocations of all
affairs—not simply finanee, but in-
dustry, eommerce, and trade—were
threatened through the outbreak of
the European war, our Government
seemed (o lose their heads. They
proved themselves utterly nuegual to the
position. They not only decided that it
would be useless to go on meeting in Par-
liament, but said—“We will not troumble
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our heads further about finance. We are
going to leeward now; well, let things
drift; let the half-million deficit go on
to a mllion, we are not greatly con-
cerued.” Indeed, but for the interposi-
tion of the Imperial Government, the
Government of Western Australis would
have been entirely on the rocks. 1 know
the State Glovernment are giving all the
eredit to the Commonwealth {Fovernment,
no doubt because of a triendly feeling
between them, but it was the interposi-
tion of the lmperial (overnment that
saved the situation, The (ommonwealth
Government had to find an enorimuus
amount of woney tor war expenditure,
The Imperial Government stepped in and
said—*We will find this money and set
free the financial abilities of the Com-
monwealth and States for home reyuire-
ments,” and to-day we have to thauk the
Imperial Government for stepping 1n
and saving this State from tinancial ruin.
I repeat that the immediate, the essential,
the uppermost duty of the Goverument in
times of stress and trouble is to keep a
anol head and, as far as possible, to keep
ihe administration t¢ normal hines. What
did the Government do¥ A great deal of
the industry and produetive power of this
$1ate depended on the Agricultnral Bank,
In a smaller measure our progress and
productiveness depended oun the employ-
ment found through local governing
bodies. What did the Government do? The
Government, without any really serious
pressure or need, announced not only
that the Agricultural Bank would be held
up regarding new applications that might
be made, but that its contracts, which
borrowers had fulfilled—even though
the works of these contracts might
be completed—would be repudiated
to the extenf of 50 per cent. No

more foolish step could have been
taken by the 1merest novice in
finance, The main channel and the

soundest channel of the employment of
the people was ruthlessly and inconsider-
ately stopped midway. What was the
immediate effect of that? Not only were
clients of the Agricultural Bank ecom-
pelled to fail in their obligations to their

employees, but their whole credit was at
stake, and in many cases absolutely
ruined. Men who stood well in the com-
munity and had given their orders on the
Agricudtural Bank in all good faith to
men who had served them and to store-
keepers who had kept them going were
compelled to break faith and stand be-
fore the community as debtors failing to
keep their contraets, That is not ihe
worst of it. Knormous numbers of men
were thrown out of employment. Land-
holders were rendered utterly unable to
stay on their holdings and had to go out
and search for employment, The men
who had been employed by the clients of
the Agriculiural Bank bad to flock down
to the City and join the ranks of the un-
employed. That was blunder number one
on the part of the Government; but that
led to another equally serious blunder. The
Government said, “Here are a lot of un-
employed; we mnst make work artifici-
ally for these unemployed. In order to do
it we must get money. Where shall we
get it? We will levy a tax, which we will
call & war emergency tax for the sake of
effect, on the very people whom we have
forced to the verge or bankruptey by stop-
ping the operations of the Agricultural
Bank. We will levy a tax on the land-
holder.” They did so; they increased the
freights on manures; they reinstalled the
terminal charges on agricultural lines;
and they brought in a speeial war tax Rill.
The people who had been hardest hit by
the blunder of the Government were now
asked to provide (he money, under the
guise of a war tax, to provide employ-
ment for the men whom the Government
had thrown out of work. It might be
taken as an all-round rule that artificially
made work is wasteful; relief works are
wasteful works. Men who get this relief
work bave litile conscience about it. It is
something quite apart from the ordinary
law of employment and service. Ii is
semi-charitable, and no man need bursi
himself at it. I am quoting now the lan-
guage of a Minister of the Crown in an-
other State, That Minister put an enor-
mous number of men on retief work, and
this was his charge—
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Now, fellows, I do not want you to
burst yourselves, but keep going so that
I will not have peeple coming to me
and saying that the money is being
wasted.
That is the atiitude of the recipients of
this semi-charitable employment, I do
not blame the present Government selely
for the absolute futility of trying to re-
medy faulty administration by artificially
made work for the men who would other-
wise have bhad legitimate employment.
Other Governments have made the same
blunder. Just look a little more con-
crelely into what has happened. Mr.
Colebateh has referred to the work of re-
grading. Another work is that clearing
at Yandanooka. Anyone who has had to do
with the land knows that there is gener-
ally no more common source of wasting
¢harity money than in clearing land. I
onee helped to condone blundering over
the unemployed by voting money on
work of this sort in another State:
£140,000 was spent in clearing land.
How was it done? It was not
done by the most advanced methods,
and not by the best use of the money
paid away, As a matter of faci a great
deal of it for which ploughs should have
been used was done by mattock to make
the work go further and so easily were
these men employed that to my knowledge
employees on an old estate near where the
clearing was going on went to their em-
ployer and said, “We are going off on Sat-
urday, Sir.” “Going off! You have been
with me for five years; have you any eom-
plaint”’? The answer was, “We have no
complaint, but we have heen locking at
the unemployed. Their work is easier
and their pay is higher, and we are going
for a change.”” These men lefi regular
employment to go with the unemployed,
and I say to Ministers, in all sincerity,
that they will find this true in every
case. When they have done their utmost
fo prevent the abuse of semi-charitable
employment, these men will turn and rend
and abuse them as if they were their
enemies jnstead of friends who had tried
to do them a service, It is possible to
cultivate the unemployed. 1 know there
are cases of real distress. The best men

in any line may, through sickness, mis-
take or accident, be thrown out of em-
ployment, but the less the State touches
artificial methods as a substitute for legi-
timate normal sources of employment, the
better it is for the State. Ministers here
are being abused; they were abused yes-
terday over the clearing work at Yanda-
nooka though it is let at a rate some-
what above what good clearers can do
fhe work for and make good profit
out of. I want Ministers to look
a little further than these troubles.
What will they do with the land when it
is cleared? In New Sounth Wales the un-
employed ecleared an immense esiate.
When the Government proposed to put
them on it, a man of private enterprise
came forward and said, “I will lease that
estate, and guarantee to employ so much
labour to relieve the labour market, and
to pay such rates as yon propose.” “Oh,
no™ said the Ministers in reply, “We
will do it nnder Ministerial patronage,
and we will put the men on,” But see what
bhappened. , Soon after these unemployed
on relief work had eleared that estate the
Government could not get the place leased
at what they bad been offered for it in its
natural condition. Why? Because, with
the rainfall there, within two years it was
worse to re-clear than ithad been originally.
The same thing applies to all the clearing
done with the £140,000 I quoted. Within
two years every gum sapling which bad
been cut down had six to a dozen suckers
20 feet high, and the re-elearing of that
land proved to be as costly as the work
had been in the first place.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. P. CULLEN: T should like to
sum up my remarks on legitimate em-
ployment in contrast with made work
wnder Government in these words. T hold
it is the duty of the Government to facili-
tate to the utmost the enterprise of the
people, and thereby to encourage to the
utmost legitimate employment. Gavern-
ment employment, in comparison with pri-
vate employment, will tend to the deterio-
ration of labour, There are men of ex-
ceptional quality who will do their ut-
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most, no mafter who the employer may
be. But take the average employee: he
is in political employ a vastly different
man from what he would be in private em-
ploy. How can Ministers in such work as
they are providing now for the wnem-
ployed, Ministers whose political life de-
pends on conciliating their supporters,
get the best service from men employed
under such conditions? T say it tends to
deterioration of labour, and that will re-act
in restriction of employment, The Govern-
ment ean pay 9s. for 5s. worth of work
and charge the other 4s. to the general
taxpayer. But the private employer can
only pay wages out of earnings.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Where are the em-
ployees only doing 5s. worth of work?

Hon. J, ¥, CULLEN: The private em-
ployer must have a fair day’s work for
a fair day’s pay, or he will cease to be
able to employ any labour, I hold that
Government arlificial work sueh as has
been-resorted to as a remedy for foreed
nunemployment tends to deterioration of
labour. Now, I would not have attempted
to criticise the Government very strietly
to-night if I thought that they had
learned the lesson of the recent elee-
tion; but I am afraid they have
not learned that lesson, If the re-
cent election meant anything it meant
this: ¢ Let there be no more partisan
administration. Drop your futile threat-
enings of the Legislative Council, and
deal fairly in imposing burthens upon the
people. But, above all, drop partisan ad-
ministration,” And indeed T think that
election meant a little-more. I think the
results of that election may be interpreted
to mean thal the Government had gone
too far with their socialistic experiments.
I fear that the Government have not
learned the lesson of that election, becanse
we are now informed that they bhave
launched out as fisho’s, Ministerial fisho’s.

Hon, R. J. Lynn: Bottelo’s next.

Hob. J. F. CULLEN: They bave char-
tered a fishing boat and opened a fish
gshop. These gentlemen, no doubt, must
be allowed to estimate their own capaci-
ties and limitations. If they confess
that they are uneqnal to State-craft, to
the real business of administration, and

that they are more at home in supervis-.
ing little tinkering trades such as the
Boya quarries, and meat shops, and a
fish shop, well, they have placed them-
selves in lower roles than any in which
I would have bheen disposed to place
them., But, as I have said, they must
be allowed to estimate their own capaci-
ties and limitations. However, from my
point of view, it is a humiliation to the
State of Western Australia that Minis-
ters of the Crown shonld start a fish shop,
degrade themselves into fisho’s., It is &
degradation for the State of Western
Australia. By the way, Ministers seem
to bave gone backward, They have re-
minded me of a story of a countryman of
my father’s, That countryman had to
go through a wooed at nighi, and as he
entered it he suddenly recollested that
his father’s friend, Casey, had been mur-
dered in that wood. My father’s coun-
tryman therenpon was seized with a feel-
ing that the murderer was coming up
behind him to stab him in the back.
What did he do? He walked backwards
every step of the way through the wood
lest he should be struck in the back. Now
Ministers bave begun to go backwards.
They have gone backward on one of
their most important rules of finance.
They have admitted that permanent
works must be constructed ouf of loan.
They have gone backward on their own
meat-cheapening scheme, by a belated
taking up of the previous Government’s
scheme for chilling works at Wyndham.
Now, I want Ministers to continue that
changs of theirs furtber. I want them
to drop their wasteful socialistic experi-
ments. It is an ominous sign that with

.al] their forees of book-keepers, the Go-

vernment eannot, for 12 or 18 months af-
ter the close of the financial year, pro-
duce a balance sheet.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Exeept for the
one trip of the “Western Australia.”

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : The one trip
that happened to show a profit, and that
trip was returned straightaway. Hfsre
we have a Government who last session
submitted a Bill ealling upon the busi-
ness men and traders of the State to
make monthly statements of prefit and



[8 DecempER, 1914.] 39

loss, to make them under fearful pensl-
ities not only for failure to furnish re-
turns but even for making a mistake.
The Controller of Taxzation had power to
summon all such business men and tra-
ders and make them bring their books
and all their business details before
him, in the case of any deficiency or
inaccuracy in their monthly statement.
Well, the same Government, with all
their accountants and book-keepers, can-
not produce a statement for 18 months
after the close of the financial year. How
would an unfortunate private trader
fare if he came before any of the courts
of the land and produced his books in
the same mess as that in which the books
of these State trading concerns have
been submitted to the Aunditor General?
Why, he would be liable to criminal pro-
seention; and yet these Ministers ask
all traders and business men to furnish
s monthly statement. I am sure that
some of the Ministers are able {o ap-
preciate the contradietoriness of their
own actions. Now, I will not go beyond
direct financial criticism except on two
points. One is as regards the matter
which has been ably discussed by Mr.
Colebatch, namely, the administration of
the Control of Trade in War Time Act.
Several producers of wheat came to me
for my advice in regard to that At I
said, By all means make your returns,
It is quite right that statistics of produe-
tion shonld be ag complete as possible.?’
They said, ‘*And how if we are asked
to sell at a price we are not willing to
take?’’ I replied, ‘‘Take absolutely no
notice of such a demand. The Aect is
such that no Attorney General will dare
attempt to enforce it, and, if be did,
no eourt would give effect to it.
Take absolutely no notice if they
eall upon yon to sell your wheat.”
It was never intended by the Legislature
that the Royal Commission with the
Government behind them, should inter-
fere except by way of taking anti-corner
precautions, I wish to tell the Minister
that if the Government submit & Bill
for an extension of the Aet, or for its
continuation, it will be the duty of this
House to limit the powers of the Com-

mission, and of the Government behind
the Commission, to the prevention of cor-
ners in trade.  This House will not allow
any interference with the law of supply
and demand. This House will not allow
petty interference with the producers of
the State. How preposterous, when
through an adverse season there is only,
say, one-eighth or one-tenth of the yield,
to demand that the normal price shall
prevail! How preposterous to suggest
such a thing, and espeeially in connection
with a product like wheat, whose price
must be fixed in the world’s market—
London! The price eannot possibly be
fixed anywhere else. However, this House
I am sure will do its duty when the ex-
tending Bill comes before it, The only
other reference 1 wish to make is this,
and it is really a financial reference.
Somebody has started monkeying with
the railway time-tables. I do not know
who is responsible. 1 cannot believe that
any experienced railway official would
be guilty of the silly things

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: That was done at
the request of a deputation, you know.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I eannot believe
it. What has been done? The Railway
Department have suddenly cut down the
railway service to Katanning by half.
Katanning had two trains in the 24 hours
—a speeial passenger train by night and
a mixed train by day. Both trains were
fully employed, In faet, they were un-
equal to the business at times. Now one
of these trains has been cut off at three
days’ notice, The administrators of the
railways evidently forget how all the in-
dustries of the people hinge upon means
of transit. The butcher, the baker, the
storekeeper, everybody bas his plans
made on the railway time-table. Even
when there may be some slight im-
provement contemplated, it 18 a moot
point whether the troubles and incon-
veniences involved in a change may not
more than off-set such improvement. But
when the reduction of the service by one
half is contemplated, how disastrous to
loea)] industries! It was requested that
a deputation be reeceived, but the Min-
ister said, “No, I am too busy.” How-
ever, later on the Premier consented to
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confer with some members of Parliament
on the matter. The change referred
to was made ten days or a fortnight
ago, and on Monday this week an-
other change was made. After the local
tradesmen had made arrangements with
their employees, had re-arranged their
hours of duty, another change was made,
and a more preposterous one still—the
single train is fo leave Perth at
balf-past three in the afternoon,
spoiling a whole day for commer-
cial travellers, not to mention mem-
bers of Darliament. And we are in-
formed that it will save & few pounds to
the department, But that is not the main
reason; it will also please a few em-
ployees. I have as much consideration
for employees as has anyone, but I say
the railway service of the State should be
run for the whole of the people. What
I wish to impress on the Minister is that
he shonld urge on the Commissioner of
Railways tbat all our industries hinge on
the railway time-table, and that any
change means serions loss and dislocation
and dissatisfaction. I hope that Minis-
ters will drop their undue ardeour for
their own immediate supporters and that
they will study the whole of the people,
and that above all they will say, “Qur
primary duty is to facilitate the enter-
prise of the people and not to enter
into competition with that enterprise ex-
cept when forced to do so by some extra-
ordinary circumstances.” Depend upon
it, the freest aetivity of an enterprising
people constitutes the soundest basis of
prosperity for the nation.

On motion by Hon. C. ¥. Baxter, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.49 p.m,

Legislative Hascmbly,
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Papers presented .. . .. .. .. 40
Questlons : Racing dates, and W.A, Torf Club .. 41
Totalimwr. control by Government .. 4l
Distress in Agricultural Districts .. . 41
Railway free paeses . . . a1
Wheaot- buylng contracts ‘e 41
Raflway Commisstoner and deputations .. 42
Pressure upon settlers and Postpotiement ol
Debts Act . 42
Pollce Officers aod Expedltlonnxy FDrces 42
Magistrates’ retirement 43
Electoral Rolla . 43
Btate steamers sod Harbour Trust . o 43
State Trading concerns, balance sheets .. 4“4
State borrowings and ' Commonweslth loan 44
State Bavings Dank and Oommonwea.lth . 44
Irish Blight in South-West .. . 44
Gold nfining leases, renewal . . . 45
E Agricuftura) Bank funds .. . .. 4B
Game Act and kangarcos .. N s 45
Advances on growing crops .. 45
Wheat Stocks, Royal Commissions’ returns 45
Forelgners in Government Service .. . 48
Civl]l Bervants’ Betirement ., . . 448
Bitting days and hours .. . .. . 48
Covernment business precede.nce . .. 46
Committees far the Sesa Lo ar
Chalrman of Commlt.tees elect.ion ‘e . 47
Address-inreply, second day . . 48
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